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 Dear Colleagues and Friends,  
  
Each year, University of Nebraska at Omaha faculty and students conduct globally relevant research and creative activity that reflects the 
metropolitan mission of the university. The Office of Research and Creative Activity’s internal funding programs support those scholarly endeavors 
through the Fund for Undergraduate Scholarly Experiences (FUSE), Graduate Research and Creative Activity (GRACA), the University Committee 
on Research and Creative Activity (UCRCA), and the Award for Distinguished Research and Creative Activity (ADROCA).  
During the 2016/2017 academic year, these programs provided $526,814 of support for faculty and student research and creative activity. The 
projects are a reflection of the diverse interests of the UNO community: developing more effective 3D printed prostheses for children, examining 
wellness of first generation college student-athletes, investigating the genetic structure of bats, planning and producing a music and arts festival, 
and voicing Latino experiences in Nebraska through narrative and photos.  
Students awarded internal funding from these programs get a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to engage with expert faculty mentors as they learn 
valuable research techniques and create new knowledge, new art, and new music. Students will carry these experiences into their careers and 
throughout their lives. 
Internal funding support for faculty provides opportunities to solve real-world problems, and the results are presented in the peer reviewed literature 
and at conferences, exhibitions, and performances around the globe. 
Additionally, through our programs, UNO faculty are given the opportunity to attract resources from outside the university to make scholarly 
activities sustainable over the long term. 
Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank the members of the UCRCA committee, as well as all our faculty volunteers. These programs do not 
operate without their time and expertise. We look forward to working with the UNO community over the coming year as we explore new research 
and creative activity from students and faculty.   
Best regards, 
 
 
Scott D. Snyder, Ph.D.      Sara A. Myers, Ph.D. 
Chief Research Officer                                   Assistant Vice Chancellor for  
Associate Vice Chancellor for   Research and Creative Activity  
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UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (UCRCA)  
Faculty Awards 
 
The purpose of UCRCA is to expand the capacity for research and creative activity at UNO. The UCRCA supports all areas, types, and disciplines of 
research and creative activity by pre- and post-tenured faculty at UNO. The committee places special emphasis on seed grant funding for projects 
potentially leading to external funding and on grants to new faculty to help them establish programs of research/creative activity. 
Last First College Dept. Project Title Award 
Adams Gregory AS ENGL 
Missions and Toolkits: A Data-Driven Study of 
Reading in Writing Centers 
$5,000 
Baccouch Mahboub AS MATH 
On the approximations of solutions to stochastic 
heat and wave equations via the local                 
discontinuous Galerkin method 
$5,000 
Clinkenbeard Samantha CPACS CJUS 
College binge drinking and its consequences: An 
on- and offline investigation of social identity,  
normative perceptions, and behavior 
$1,000 
Dere Ashlee AS 
GEOL/
GEOG 
A critical zone approach to investigate             
topographic controls on soil formation in a coastal 
temperate rainforest of southeast Alaska 
$5,000 
Guerra Ramon AS ENGL Latino Voices and Portraits in Nebraska $5,000 
Kilinc Ramazan AS PSCI 
The Institutional Roots of Underdevelopment in 
the Muslim World: A Comparative Analysis of   
Turkey and Egypt 
$5,000 
Lu Guoqing AS BIOL 
Gut Microbiomes of Asian carp from Mississippi 
and Yangtze Rivers: Insight into Biological          
Invasion 
$5,000 
Pettit Darren CFAM MUS Shanghai Collaboration (with Dr. Pete Madsen) $10,000 
Sample Lisa CPACS CJUS 
Community sentiment toward applying adult sex 
offender legislation to minors 
$5,000 
Sollars Suzanne AS PSYC 
Blocking Microglia During Postnatal Development 
Using PLX5622 
$5,000 
Tocaimaza-
Hatch 
Carmen AS FLNG 
Creating Opportunities for Spanish Learning and 
Maintenance in Bilingual Children through Service 
Learning 
$5,000 
Toh Christine IST SI2 
From Knowing to Creating: Leveraging increased 
information flow in design for improved             
innovation capacity 
$5,000 
Wuebben Daniel CPACS GDRH Research to complete Power-lined manuscript $800 
Zuniga-Ulloa Jorge ED BMCH 
Low-cost, open-source methodology to 3D print 
anatomical models for pre-surgery planning 
$5,000 
Total Faculty UCRCA Awards: $66,800 
 FACULTY AND STUDENT FEATURED AWARDEES  
       Faculty Award: ADROCA 
2016/2017 Recipient 
Prithviraj Dasgupta 
 Information Science and Technology 
 
  
 
STUDENT AWARD: FUSE (AWARDED 2015) 
AND POSTERS ON THE HILL (2017) 
Britny Doane 
 Religious Studies and Creative Writing 
 2016-2017 Internal Funding Awardees  
 
Student Awards 
 
FUND FOR UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARLY EXPERIENCES (FUSE)  
 
FUSE grants support faculty-mentored undergraduate student research and creative activity. Grants of up to $4,500 per student were 
available to UNO undergraduate students. 
Last First 
Faculty      
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Abdirahman Yusuf Tapprich AS BIOL 
Chemical Probe of a Critical Cytosine 
Cluster in the RNA Genome of             
Coxsackievirus 
$2,500 
Allmon Luke Kolok AS BIOL 
Investigating insecticides in water and 
sediment of the Choapa River, Chile: do 
they sink or swim? 
$2,500 
Arce Walker Zuniga-Ulloa ED BMCH 
Development and Testing of 3D Printed 
Prostheses, Orthoses, and Assistive     
Devices for Children and Adults 
$2,500 
Arp Diana DeVeney ED SPED 
Association of Music With Young       
Children's Language Use and Play Skills 
$2,495 
Averhoff Alyssa Mukherjee ED BMCH 
Analysis of Postural Control Variability in 
Children with Autism 
$2,490 
Bergwell Hannah Sollars AS PSYC 
Characterization of Innate Immune    
Response in the Neonatal Rat Tongue 
Following Peripheral Nerve Injury 
(Effects of Curcumin on Taste Bud      
Recovery) 
$2,500 
Bezhani Mahmud Stack AS CHEM 
Synthesis of Sulfur Adducted Bisphenol A 
Quinones: Biomarkers for Measuring 
Bisphenol A Exposure 
$2,500 
Birge David Darr AS CHEM 
Establishing Hygroscopic values for    
Glycine-NaCl Aerosols 
$2,471 
Bowman Lauren Mukherjee ED BMCH 
The Home-based Sensory Organization 
Test (HSOT) as an instrument for     
measuring balance asymmetry in stroke 
survivors 
$2,450 
Brodsky Rachel Beadle CPACS GERO 
Social Decision Making Across the 
Lifespan 
$2,500 
Brown Grace Smith AS CHEM 
Supercell Crystal Structure of Na2Ga2
(BO3)2O 
$2,500 
Brown Ryan Maher AS 
GEOG/
GEOL 
Investigating paleogeography associated 
with the Brule Formation in slim Buttes, 
SD 
$2,500 
 FUND FOR UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARLY EXPERIENCES (FUSE) 
Last First 
Faculty     
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Cossio Ethan Schoenbeck AS BIOL 
Detecting nitrogen metabolic activities in 
the tissue of Gleditsia triacanthos as        
evidence of symbiosis. 
$2,500 
English Thomas Dickson AS BIOL 
Analysis of soil microorganisms from             
agricultural land and restored prairie at 
Glacier Creek Preserve and their             
indications of soil health and sustainability 
$2,500 
Fish Alex Song IST CS 
CloneMap: Finding Software Defects via 
Code Clone Visualization in Collaborative 
Software Development 
$2,000 
Froid Matthew Rowen AS BIOL 
Using Inverse PCR and Sequencing to     
Identify Genes in Pseudomonas aeruginosa 
that contribute to susceptibility to the     
antimicrobial peptide DASamP2 
$2,500 
Grant-
Leanna 
Molly Allen AS PSYC An Organizations Meeting Orientation $2,500 
Griffin Michael Anderson AS 
SOC/
ANTH 
Discovering the Physical Similarities that 
African Americans have with their             
Interpretation of Jesus 
$1,820 
Grund Denay Osborn AS 
SOC/
ANTH 
An Investigation of the Relationship         
Between Surface and Subsurface                
Distribution of Cultural Artifacts 
$2,500 
Hassenstab Haley French AS PSYC Marmoset Models of Microbiome $2,500 
Hedglen Callen Toh IST SI2 
The Ends or the Means? Understanding 
How Causal and Effectual Modes of     
Thinking Affect Design Creativity 
$2,000 
Hines Stephanie Scherer AS PSYC 
Effect of Mindful Meditation and Gratitude 
Journaling on College Students Stress and 
Well-being Over Time 
$2,000 
Htoo Paw Chase AS BIOL Biology $2,500 
Kallenbach Alex Kolok AS BIOL 
Effects of short-term exposure to the        
fungicide prochloraz during sexual            
development in fathead minnows 
$2,500 
Korbitz Jonathan White AS BIOL 
Investigating the Genetic Structure of 
Northern Long-eared bats in Nebraska 
$2,500 
Koul Sneh Blankenship AS BIOL Morphology and virulence in C. albicans $2,500 
Leichner Emily French AS PSYC 
The Role of Oxytocin and Vasopressin in 
Juvenile Marmoset Stress Reactivity and 
Recovery 
$2,500 
 FUND FOR UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARLY EXPERIENCES (FUSE) 
Last First 
Faculty                     
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Mahmud Rujani Krasnoslobodtsev AS PHYS 
Exploring the possibility of cancer         
detection using golden nanoparticles and 
miRNA-biomarker 
$2,500 
Malik Olivia Wise III CFAM MUS Conspire Music and Arts Festival $2,500 
Meade Zachary Takahashi ED BMCH 
Validation of Postural Sway               
Measurements using Wii Balance Board 
$2,443 
Mohammad-
Yasin 
Zahra Kilinc AS PSCI 
War and Women's Education in            
Afghanistan 
$2,000 
Parcher Sara Dere AS 
GEOG/
GEOL 
Investigating the role of microbial      
composition in soil formation within the 
Critical Zone 
$2,888 
Perez Eric Ligon BA 
MKTG/
MGMT 
Identifying the Thematic Content within 
Far-Left Extremist Propaganda 
$2,500 
Phillips Paige Strasser AS PSYC 
Investigating the Relationship between 
Empathy, Interpretation of Behavioral 
Cues, and Childhood Experience with 
Pets in Young Adults 
$2,100 
Rahmanzai Sofia Rowen AS BIOL 
Confirming Potential Targets of the     
Antimicrobial Peptide by  Constructing 
Knock-out Mutants 
$2,500 
Schleu Mason Knarr ED BMCH 
Quantifying Static and Dynamic Stability 
Using Mobile Sensors 
$2,500 
Shen Da Lierler IST CS 
Extension of the EZSMT software system 
for non-tight  constraint  answer set   
programs 
$2,000 
Smith Sara Tapprich AS BIOL 
Analyzing Coxsackievirus B3 RNA by Site 
Directed Mutagenesis 
$2,500 
Sproles Laramie Ligon BA 
MKTG/
MGMT 
Aggression and Creativity in Two Types of 
Violent Groups 
$2,000 
Steffensmeier Donald Pawaskar IST SI2 
Shuttle Tracking and User Efficiency    
Optimization by way of Positioning   
Technology 
$2,300 
Stibbs Kathleen Allen AS PSYC 
Meeting Lateness and the Effects on   
Employees in the Workplace 
$2,500 
Vera-Esquivel Carlos Sollars AS PSYC 
Characterization of Innate Immune     
Response in the Neonatal Rat Tongue 
Following Peripheral Nerve Injury (Adult 
Geniculate Ganglion Analysis) 
$2,500 
 FUND FOR UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARLY EXPERIENCES (FUSE) 
Last First 
Faculty     
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Wahl Andrew Wong AS BIOL 
Differences in habenula kisspeptin expression 
and its effects on stress coping styles in 
zebrafish, Danio rerio 
$2,500 
Warner Rosalie Davis AS BIOL 
Leveraging the Genomic Analysis of KG8 Re-
sistant Toxoplasma gondii to Ascertain Mecha-
nism of Resistance 
$2,500 
Watson Sean Co BA ECON A Quantitative Analysis of the Causes of Brexit $2,000 
Wehrle Lauren Mukherjee ED BMCH 
Relationship between the Mullen Scales of Early 
Learning and Posture Control Measures 
$2,500 
Wicks Connor Marmelat ED BMCH Validation of a Kinect-based interactive treadmill $2,450 
Wintona Eunice Zhong AS CHEM 
Studies of Amino Acid Mutations in Drug Re-
sistance of the SMO Protein 
$2,000 
Won Harim Davis AS BIOL 
Evaluating Bradyzoite Differentiation by Stage-
specific Transcription Factor Binding in Toxoplas-
ma gondii 
$2,500 
Ybay Henamari Myers ED BMCH 
Measurement of Muscle Oxygen Saturation in 
the Gastrocnemius of Healthy Controls 
$2,000 
Zhou Wenxian Chase AS BIOL 
Investigating Whether ADAM Protein MMD is 
Required for Normal Neuronal Morphology 
$2,500 
Total FUSE Awards: $121,907 
Total FUSE Mentor Awards: $25,000 
Poster presentation at the 2017 
Research and Creative Activity Fair 
 GRADUATE RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (GRACA) 
 
GRACA grants support faculty-mentored graduate student research and creative activity. Grants of up to $5,000 per              
student were available to UNO graduate students.  
 
Last First 
Faculty           
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Adusumilli Nikhit Schuetzler IST ISQA 
Interaction and Perception of Text- Versus 
Voice-based Conversational Agents 
$5,000 
Azizian Sasan Ricks IST CS 
On Utilizing Big Data to Find Peoples Voice 
On Twitter: A Linguistic and A Network 
Analysis of Users Tweets Regards Back Pain 
and Herniated Disc 
$4,900 
Baker Matthew Wong AS BIOL 
Identifying the neural mechanisms of fear 
learning in alternative stress coping styles 
$5,000 
Barber Robert Yentes ED BMCH 
A Comparison in Balance of Smokers and 
Never Smokers 
$5,000 
Bharath Del Blair CPACS PA The Role of Nonprofits in Gentrification $5,000 
Bhati Abhishek Eikenberry CPACS PA 
Market, Race, and Poverty:  Representation 
of the Poor in Fundraising Materials used 
by International Nongovernmental          
Organizations (INGOs) 
$5,000 
Brown Lindsay Wolfenbarger AS BIOL 
Landscape and Local Features that           
Influence Habitat Use and Behavior of       
Shorebirds in Agriculture Fields during    
Migration in the Rainwater Basin, Nebraska 
$5,000 
Cain Calli Anderson CPACS CJUS 
Runaway Dynamics in Douglas County:   
Examining First-Time and Repeat Runaway 
Behavior 
$5,000 
Castillo-
Romero 
Oscar Hayes AS 
GEOG/
GEOL 
Object-oriented characterization using   
harmonic analysis of high-spatial resolution 
satellite data 
$5,000 
Church Samuel Hall IST ISQA 
Exploring Automatic Categorization of    
Jihadi Propaganda 
$5,000 
Clement Emalie Davis AS BIOL 
mTOR Signaling and Regulation in            
Glycolytic Metabolism 
$5,000 
Creger Paul Blankenship AS BIOL Morphology and virulence in C. albicans $5,000 
Daley Shawn Marmelat ED BMCH 
The Effect of Happy vs. Sad Music on Gait 
Variability 
$5,000 
Darwish Zachary Strasser AS PSYC 
Effect of Rearing Condition on Adult      
Flock-Level Behavior in Zebra Finches 
$5,000 
 GRADUATE RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (GRACA) 
Last First 
Faculty              
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Duncan Austin Marmelat ED BMCH 
Bridging the Gap: Individual Relationships of 
Gait Variability and Adaptability 
$5,000 
Ehrlich Ryan Ghersi IST SI2 
Exploring the Cross-reactive Nature of T-Cell 
Receptors: A Structural Bioinformatics           
Approach 
$5,000 
Gao Xian Chen CPACS PA 
Success Factors of the 311 Non-Emergency   
Service System: A Nationwide Examination 
$5,000 
Gearin Conor McCarty AS BIOL 
The Effects of Quail and Pollinator                   
Conservation on Grassland Songbirds in         
Nebraska 
$5,000 
Geest Emily McCarty AS BIOL 
The influence milkweed gardens have on a  
common monarch parasite infection rate 
$5,000 
Gorgun-
Kilinc 
Halide Obradovic AS PSCI 
Why are European Countries Reluctant to     
Accept Syrian Refugees? 
$5,000 
Gulick Terri Kellar AS BIOL 
Comparison of species richness, functional    
diversity, and phylogenetic diversity among 
two prairies at different latitudes 
$5,000 
Helseth Angie Boron CPACS GERO 
Older Adult's Gait Control: Impact of             
Cognition and Context While Dual-Tasking 
$5,000 
Hernandez Natividad Jawed-Wessel ED HPER 
Hispanic Maternal and Partner Attitudes       
Toward Sex During Pregnancy 
$5,000 
Hudson Caulene Phaneuf CFAM THTR 
Creating a Sustainable Plan for Immersive    
Theatre in Omaha 
$4,646 
Kanouse Samantha Strasser AS PSYC 
Early Life Stress: Hormonal Regulation and 
Methylation of the Glucocorticoid (NR3C1)    
Receptor Gene Effects 
$5,000 
Kough Katherine Irwin AS 
SOC/
ANTH 
Social Attitudes of Menstruation $5,000 
Leeder Taylor Boron CPACS GERO 
Older Adult's Gait Control: Impact of         
Cognition and Context While Dual-Tasking 
$5,000 
Li Qianran Cooper IST SI2 
Identification of optimal parameter ranges in 
building and assessing correlation networks 
built from gene expression. 
$5,000 
Link Georg Germonprez IST ISQA 
The Changing Nature of Volunteerism in 
Open Source Communities 
$5,000 
Logan Michael Derrick IST SI2 
Implicit Motives and Explicit Values: An  
Analysis of Online Narratives of the Far-Left 
$5,000 
 GRADUATE RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (GRACA) 
Last First 
Faculty              
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Mahfood-
Haddad 
Yara Ali IST DEAN 
A multi-Stage Graph-Based Approach for      
Managing Self-Organized IoT Networks 
$5,000 
Mahler Kristine Keisner AS ENGL 
Where the River Flows: A Double-
Immigration Narrative 
$4,000 
Mazgaj Michael Ligon BA 
MKTG/
MGMT 
Understanding Leadership Development &    
Succession Within Violent Extremist                 
Organizations 
$5,000 
McGuffey Megan Ebdon CPACS PA 
Citizens Academies: Motivations and    
Meaning for Public Administrators 
$5,000 
Mead Austin Slivka ED HPER 
Acute Effects of Functional Dry Needling on  
Skeletal Muscle Function 
$5,000 
Mroz Joseph Allen AS PSYC 
Why Do We Hate Meetings at Work? An         
Investigation of the Factors that Lead to 
Meeting Hate 
$5,000 
Navarro-
Aguilar 
Evelyn 
Tocaimaza-
Hatch 
AS FLNG 
Linguistic Analysis of the Nationalism,      
Rivalry and Identity Constructs in the Soccer 
Chronicles of Copa America 
$5,000 
Oblander Ashley Wilson AS BIOL 
Measuring the Metabolic Response Curves 
of Rufus and Melanistic Fox Squirrels 
(Sciurus niger) 
$5,000 
Ouattas Abderrahman Knarr ED BMCH 
Knee joint proprioception: its effect on            
inter-limb joint asymmetry & dynamic      
stability in Post-Total Knee Arthroplasty  
patients 
$5,000 
Pierce James 
Zuniga-
Ulloa 
ED BMCH 
3D Printed Prostheses for Children: A Tool 
to Monitor Upper Limb Movement 
$5,000 
Rastegari Elham Ali IST DEAN 
A Big Data Approach for Utilizing Mobility 
Data to Assess Health Status and Predict 
Health Hazards 
$5,000 
Reynolds Nicholas Marmelat ED BMCH 
Influence of neuromuscular fatigue on the     
reliability of gait variability measures 
$5,000 
Ross Caleb Slivka ED HPER 
Effects of Hypobaric and Normobaric        
Hypoxia on Gene Expression Related to 
Muscle Mass 
$5,000 
Royston Ryan 
Reiter-
Palmon 
AS PSYC 
Team leadership emergence and team            
outcomes 
$5,000 
Saha Olimpiya Dasgupta IST CS 
Real-time Robot Path Planning in Complex     
Environments Leveraging Learning from Past 
Experiences 
$5,000 
 GRADUATE RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (GRACA) 
Last First 
Faculty              
Mentor 
College Dept. Project Title Award 
Sather Amy Girten AS ENGL 
A New Style for a New Perspective: Using Angela 
Carter’s Surrealist Style to Expand Literary    
Studies and the Teaching of Writing in the    
United States 
$3,771 
Scheller Eric Harrison AS PSYC 
The Effect of Pay Transparency, Informational 
Justice, and Distributive Justice on Pay             
Satisfaction and Organizational Commitment 
$5,000 
Seguin Thomas Bjornsen ED COUN 
A Wellness Approach to Investigating Student 
Veterans' Academic and Career Choices 
$5,000 
Snyder Kailey Dinkel ED HPER 
Mental and Physical Support (MAPS) for Moms: 
A Prenatal Support Group for Expecting Mothers 
$4,980 
Starke Anthony Williams CPACS PA 
An Examination of Welfare Policy Narratives in 
U.S. Welfare Reform 
$5,000 
Taylor Jack French AS PSYC 
Functional characteristics of five primate        
oxytocin receptors: Relationships to biparental 
care and social monogamy 
$5,000 
Valipe Vaishnavi Khazanchi IST CS 
Skinput: Appropriating the Human Skin as an   
Interface to operate Electronic Devices 
$5,000 
Warehime Shane Dinkel ED HPER 
Exploring the Overall Wellness of First-
Generation College Student-Athletes 
$5,000 
Watson Gabrielle Davis AS BIOL 
IN VITRO PRODUCTION OF TOXOPLASMA 
GONDII CYSTS  LEADING TO SUCCESSFUL ORAL 
INFECTION 
$5,000 
Wethor Gabrielle Derrick IST SI2 
Human Trafficking and the Internet: Finding    
Areas of Exploitation within Human Trafficking           
exchanges that Occur Online 
$5,000 
Wickstrom Jordan Kyvelidou ED BMCH 
Measuring How Standing Posture is Fluctuating 
Across Time 
$5,000 
Woosley Bradley Dasgupta IST CS 
Multi-Robot Informed Path Planning for            
Autonomous Exploration in Dangerous               
Environments under Communication Constraints 
$5,000 
Yoerger Michael Allen AS PSYC Constructive Deviance in Workplace Meetings $5,000 
Yuan Fang Azadmanesh IST CS Distributed Fault Diagnosis in Sensor Networks $5,000 
Zaleski Catherine 
Jawed-
Wessel 
ED HPER 
Informed Consent and Black Mothers in          
Obstetrical Care: A qualitative study 
$5,000 
Total GRACA Awards: $302,297 
  
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (UCRCA)  
Student Awards 
 
The purpose of the UCRCA is to expand the capacity for research and creative activity at UNO. UCRCA supports all areas, types, and 
disciplines of research and creative activity by pre- and post- tenured faculty and graduate and undergraduate students. 
Last First Faculty  Mentor College Dept. Project Title Award 
Averhoff Alyssa Kyvelidou ED BMCH 
Infants at high-risk for ASD exhibit 
longer fixation durations than infants 
at low-risk 
$500 
Balsarini Angela Kennedy AS ENGL 
Queer Archives, Producing Public 
Memory, and Activism 
$500 
Brown Elijah VanNordstrand CFAM MUS 
Grant for National Opera  Associations 
National Conference/Opera Scenes 
Competition 
$500 
Brown Lindsay Wolfenbarger AS BIOL 
Landscape and Local Features that  
Influence Habitat Use and Behavior of 
Shorebirds in Agriculture Fields during 
Migration in the Rainwater Basin,    
Nebraska 
$500 
Daly Marcel VanNordstrand CFAM MUS 
Competing in the National Opera     
Association National Conference 
$500 
Darwish Zachary Strasser AS PSYC 
Does the Absence of Paternal Care  
Influence Female Egg Investment in 
Zebra Finches? 
$500 
Devries Kerrie Casas AS PSYC 
I Finished! Diverse College Students' 
Cultural Background and College       
Persistence 
$500 
Gearin Gonor McCarty AS BIOL 
The Effects of Quail and Pollinator   
Conservation on Grassland Songbirds 
in Nebraska 
$500 
Geest Emily Wolfenbarger AS BIOL 
The influence milkweed gardens have 
on a common monarch parasite       
infection rate 
$500 
Goettsch Kaitlin Zhong AS CHEM 
Docking Studies of Isoform-Selectivity 
of Phosphatidylinositol 3-Kinases 
(PI3Ks) Inhibitors 
$437 
Hayes Shannon Battisti AS HIST 
The Impact of Immigration on Cold 
War Modernization Efforts: A Case 
Study of South Korea 
$500 
Heller Abi Beadle CPACS GERO 
Brain Networks Related to Loneliness 
in Adolescents 
$500 
  
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (UCRCA)  
Student Awards 
Last First Faculty  Mentor College Dept. Project Title Award 
Hurst Christine Ryan AS PSYC 
Measuring Reactions to Colorblind,        
Multicultural and Polycultural Diversity 
Training 
$500 
Kent Jenny Stergiou ED BMCH 
Can the presence of a 1/f structure in 
stride-to-stride variability enable us to 
withstand falls? 
$500 
Kim Hoon Rosen ED HPER 
The Effect of Prolonged Use of Ankle      
Kinesio Taping on Dynamic Balance and 
Functional Performance Tests in People 
with Chronic Ankle Instability 
$500 
Kolbo Grace VanNordstrand CFAM MUS 
National Opera Association National     
Convention - Opera Scenes Competition 
$500 
LeGrand Lacey Dere AS 
GEOG/
GEOL 
Fire-Induced Mineralogical Changes in   
Midwest Tallgrass Prairie Soils 
$500 
Martin Louis Sollars AS PSYC 
Central Plasticity Following Neonatal   
Chorda Tympani Transection 
$500 
Seguin Thomas Bjornsen ED COUN 
A Wellness Approach to Investigating    
Student Veterans' Academic and Career 
Goals 
$500 
Shelley-
Perez 
Roni VanNordstrand CFAM MUS 
Competing in the National Opera             
Association National Conference 
$500 
Thomas Benjamin Harrison AS PSYC 
Personality Scales and Counterproductive 
Work Behaviors 
$378 
Wickstrom Jordan Kyvelidou ED BMCH 
Investigating the Interaction between    
Social and Motor Processes in Infants       
At-Risk for Autism 
$495 
Total Student UCRCA Awards: $10,810 
UNO students participate in an 
Elementary Painting Class 
 PROGRAM TOTAL Number of Awards 
UCRCA Faculty $66,800 14 
UCRCA Student $10,810 22 
FUSE Student $121,907 51 
FUSE Faculty Mentor $25,000 39 
GRACA Student $302,297 61 
Grand Total $526,814 187 
University Committee on Research and Creative Activity (UCRCA) Deadlines for full faculty proposals 
are 11/1/17 and 2/1/18. Faculty and student mini grant deadline is the first working day of each month October 2017-
March 2018 
The purpose of the UCRCA is to expand the capacity for research and creative activity at UNO. UCRCA supports all areas, types and 
disciplines of research and creative activity by pre- and post- tenured faculty and graduate and undergraduate students. 
The award strives to recognize and honor preeminent achievement in research or creative activity by faculty members of UNO.  
Fund for Undergraduate Scholarly Experiences (FUSE)  
FUSE grants support faculty-mentored, undergraduate student research and creative activity. Grants of up to $2,500 per student are 
available to currently enrolled UNO undergraduate students.  
Graduate Research and Creative Activity (GRACA)  
GRACA grants support faculty-mentored, graduate student research and creative activity. Grants of up to $5,000 per student are   
available to currently enrolled UNO graduate students.  
OFFICE OF RESEARCH & CREATIVE ACTIVITY 
2016 - 2017 Internal Funding Program Totals 
UNO students conduct 
 research in a biology lab 
